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NuUy 


f2 preacher’s sermon just fit 
rcasion,” said Molly Briggs 
p@ across the backyard fence. 
we got to hand it to him for 
- frank.” 

sat was the occasion? I wasn’t 
of anything special.” 

uess you're just too innocent, 


nat’s innocence got to do with 


rin’t you see who was in 
9» 

saw some of them. Was there 

’ne special there?” 

pecial all right! I never thought 

= her there!” 

oll, who is this person? And 
hy shouldn’t she be there?” 


fmen of that kind don’t be- 


‘uess I’m kind of dense, Molly, 
‘m sure I don’t know anyone 
doesn’t belong in church.” 

» you think a woman like Mrs. 
; belongs?” 

rertainly do.” 

’u mean that the preacher was 
x in his sermon?” 

lidn’t hear him say that anyone 
HM stay away.” 

ll, he did, in a round-about 


ow was that? I thought I lis- 
closely, but I didn’t detect 
aching of ostracism.” 
» did say that God won’t tol- 
sin and that we have commit- 
m in our tolerance.” 
sure he meant tolerance of 
_ ourselves.” 
, I think he had in mind that 
m. He was looking her way 
he said it.” 
ne XXVI 
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| Wash Day Theology 


By Chaplain G. A. Jensen 


“I don’t believe he’d single out 
someone for public censure, at least 
not one like Mrs. James.” 

“Why are you so gentle with her? 
She’s no saint, believe me.” 

“Tm sure that it was a big step 
for her to come to church; maybe a 
harder step than we have ever tak- 
en,” 

“Well, if she gets a warm wel- 
come, I think I’ll leave.” 

“Molly, how can you talk like 
that! The church must always wel- 
come sinners.” 

“Not her kind. That’s to give a 
kind of approval to a life in sin.” 

“If a prodigal timidly seeks the 
Savior in the Church a wonderful 
thing has happened.” 

“What’s that?” 

“God has worked a miracle, draw- 
ing the soul to Himself with cords 
of love.” 

“You think that’s what’s happen- 
ed to her?” 


“I believe so. I pray so.” 


“You've got more faith in her 
than I have.” 
“T have faith in the Lord who 


stopped men from throwing stones 
at an adulteress.” 

‘Douwyou, think: I’m 
stones?” 

“You seem ready to behave like 
the Elder Son in the Prodigal Story.” 

“What did he do?” 

“Refused to welcome his brother 
home. Went out of the house and 
pouted when the celebration began.” 

“Well, it doesn’t seem just, that 
the bad ones are treated with such 
kindness.” 

“If justice were done, neither you 


throwing 
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nor I nor anyone else could get a 
warm welcome.” 

“T’ve been a regular supporter of 
the church ever since I was a child. 
Isn’t that worth something?” 

“The church has supported you; 
given you blessings in your godly 
parents and community before you 
were born, right up to the present 
moment; isn’t that worth all your 
love and much more?” 

“T didn’t mean to argue with you, 
Jo. You’re so much better informed 
than I. I did get quite a shock see- 
ing Mrs. James in church.” 

“T’m sure that you'll be glad to 
welcome her, if you'll pray to have 
Christ’s spirit toward such in your 
heart.” 

“What 
such?” 

“There’s a wonderful story in the 
last part of the 7th chapter of Luke 
on that, and if Mrs. James turns out 
like that woman, you'll find her one 
of the most devoted members in a 
few years.” 

“How do you know that?” 

“Because like Christ says, ‘He 
that is forgiven much, loves much.’ ” 

“Didn’t think we were going to 
get so theological on wash day when 
we started this.” 

“I hope I haven’t offended you, 
Molly, but I prayed for Mrs. James 
a long time before I invited her to 


was His spirit toward 


come.” 
“You knew she was there?” 
“Yes, and she consented to come, 
making me promise not to be too 
solicitous by sitting with her. I 
think she’s quite a woman, daring to 


come, facing criticism because she 
wants to follow Christ on a new 
road.” 


“T think you’re right, Jo. I was 
quite wrong. Guess I better get 
busy and hang up these clothes.” 
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News and Notes 


The Ansgar Lutheran Honor Roll 
was found on page 8, in the last issue 
of The Ansgar Lutheran. We are rath- 
er proud of the fact that so many of 
our churches send The Ansgar Lu- 
theran to every home. We believe that 
it has helped much to interest our 
people in our church, in our schools, 
and in our missions. No doubt the 
reading of The Ansgar Lutheran helps 
to keep us close to the top of the Lu- 
therans in the matter of stewardship. 

We would like to hear from many of 
the members that get the paper. Send 
us your suggestions, and what you 
would like to find in the paper. 

Meanwhile we hope that when you 
make your budget for next year, that 
you will remember that an uninformed 
member is not as good a member as he 
who is informed. 


Clothing for World Relief 


Clothing for Lutheran World Relief 
may be sent to one of the following 
places. 


Lutheran World Relief 
202 Shafer Ave. 
Phillipsburg, N. J. 


Lutheran World Relief 
Samaritan Society of S. Calif. 
7320 Compton Ave. 

Los Angeles 1, Calif. 


Lutheran World Relief 
Y, Larson Transfer Co. 
2010 21st Avenue S. 
Minneapolis 4, Minn. 


Lutheran World Relief 
% Church World Service 
110 East 29th St. 

New York, N. Y. 


Canadian Lutheran World Relief 
20 Derby St. 
Winnipeg, Man., Canada 


Lutheran World Relief 
% Brethren Service Center 
New Windsor, Md. 


Lutheran World Relief 
% Church World Service 
10901 Russet St. 
Oakland, Calif. 


Lutheran World Relief 
% Brethren Service Center 
Nappanee, Ind. 


Lutheran World Relief 
Y Church World Service 
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Harlan, Iowa, Rev. Lyle Paulsen. A 
new undertaking for our congregation 
is the employment of our parish work- 
er, Miss Betty Geiger of Cherokee, Ia. 
A former public school teacher, she is 
giving voice and piano lessons in addi- 
tion to her work for the church, 

A sound system with 6 hearing aids 
and a number of loud _ speakers 
throughout the church has been in- 
stalled. This was made possible by a 
gift from the estate of “Grandma” 
Bertha Nielsen and memorial gifts 
from Mrs. Mable ‘Clemmensen, in 
memory of her mother, and from El- 
mer Larsen, in memory of his father. 


Sunday, Sept. 27th, was Rally Day 
for our Sunday School, who presented 
a special program for their parents. 
With the beginning of the new Sunday 
School year, we started the American 
Lutheran Uniform Series of lessons. 
Two nursery rooms have been nicely 
decorated and appropriately furnished 
for the care of the very young children 
during services. Two mothers, going 
alphabetically, take turns each Sunday 
in caring for the youngsters. 


Our Harvest Festival was observed 
October 11. Following the morning 
service, a pot luck dinner was held in 
the church parlors. For the afternoon 
service we were very happy to hear 
and renew acquaintances with our 
former pastor of 30 years ago, Rev. C. 
M. Videbeck of Atlantic. Many special 
musical selections during the services 
helped to make it a really festive day. 
The offering which was laid on the al- 
tar at the afternoon service was given 
to the new congregation at 
Lake. 

The fall activities of our Ladies’ Aid 
include a rummage sale, a visit to the 
Salem Homes at Elk Horn with gifts 
of canned goods, and the sponsoring of 
our annual fried chicken supper which 
netted around $400. 


Storm 


Commissioning Postponed: There 
was much rejoicing at our Annual 
Church Convention in anticipation of 
sending out another missionary to our 
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Santal field in India this fall. 
Elsie Jorgensen was well receive 
the friends of the Santal Missio1 
by W. M. S. Immediately folk 
convention days, she had a tho: 
physical checkup and _ surgery 
recommended. This was _ perfe¢ 
and she has completely recovered 
because of other development 
Executive Committee of the Boa 
the Santal Mission on July 7th, f 
the following resolution: “We r 
mend that the commissioning of 
Elsie Jorgensen be postponed i 
nitely.” This action was taken 
recommendation presented by 
chairman of the Santal Committe 
the president of our Foreign M 
Board. 


Bethesda, Eugene, Oregon. In; 
Olsen, Pastor. The dedication o 
new parish hall and Sunday & 
unit took place on Sunday, Sept 
13th. Pastor Chris Justesen, of 
no, California, District President 
ciating. The Sunday School uni 
formally dedicated at the regulaz 
day School hour,—a special invi 
had gone out to the parents of ch 
attending our Sunday school wl 
not regularly attend, and it 
beautiful dedication service. W 
so thankful that we now have | 
room for our steadily growing 
day School. 


At 3 p.m. the parish hall was 
cated—with Pastor Olsen and 
neighboring pastor, the Rev. — 
Svendsen also taking part. An ar 
was rendered by the choir, unde 
direction of Mr. Tom O’Brien,— 
Lord of All”—Frances Williams, 
also the “Benediction” and the gs 
fold “Amen.” 


After the service refreshments 
served to all in our fireside roon 

Mr. Anton Jensen, contractor 
builder, gave a short talk at the 
of the service and _ expressed 
happy he was to have had a ps 
erection of this new addition. H 
expressed his appreciation to the 
willing workers who have donat 
their time and labor, which help 
bring down the cost of constr 
considerably. 


Pastor Justesen also spoke to 
(Continued on page 15) 
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itorials and Comments 


woman Catholics and the Martin Luther Film 
an Catholic papers have naturally discussed the 
Luther Film. They have had a difficult time 
g about it. It seems as if they have been force- 
struck by the picture. Some papers have played 
They wrote that it was not of much value, 
y worth seeing. No doubt that was a better way of 
= their people than warning them against it. 


a 


}+y have admitted that there were abuses in the 
at the time of Luther, but they say that these 
are now corrected, and so there was really no rea- 
or us to make a picture like that. 


ty claim that the picture is not historically correct. 
4 some very able historians were at hand to advise 
bcoducers. 


ne readers may ask: Has the Roman Church chang- 

ce the time of Luther? If it has, then the picture 
be unfair. But the fact is that the Roman Church 
fot really changed. In the countries where the Ro- 
church is dominant, the people have the same fear 
se priest as they had at Luther’s time. 


wations is something to be worked out. They do 
tcept our doctrine that Christ died for our sins, and 
raith alone gives us the merits of Christ. The Ro- 
atholics have three authorities, the Bible, the tra- 
of the Roman Church, and the pronouncements of 
pe. The Protestants have only one authority for 
‘faith, the Bible. 


lived in Catholic Quebec for over 10 years, and we 
seen that where the Roman Catholics are in power, 
‘they are almost as in the days of Luther as shown 
: film. But of course, where the Roman Catholics 
. the minority, such as in the United States and in 
ccandinavian countries, there the Roman Catholics 
pmpelled to modify their system some. 


[haps we should point out that since the time of 
»r three important Roman Catholic doctrines have 
¥:added to the Roman Church. They are, the infal- 
ky of the pope, the immaculate conception of the 
tn Mary, and the bodily assumption into heaven 
ity. 
shows how the Roman church does not care for 
‘tural truth when it formulates its doctrine. It sim- 
dhakes the doctrine, no matter whether it is found in 
1 ible or not. 


{The United Church Observer, Mrs. Annie Pelletier 
fs an article where she states that the Roman Church 
lorgets the Biblical truth of “justification by faith.” 
liad received a letter from a Roman Catholic priest 
nas been a missionary to South Africa. We quote: 


le following are excerpts from this letter: ‘Of 22,000 
ts about 7,200 are now Roman Catholics. We are 
\. Mother Church and semi-boarding school to 


u fs a 
modate 300-400 pupils. We have 20 other schools. 


| 
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The mission school is the indispensable instrument for 
the foundation of the Church. Without the schools, the 
failure is complete. Give me a few dollars. You will 
be pleased at the Day of Judgment for the $5, or $30, or 
$100 that you place in the missionary bank for your sal- 
vation, for the shortening of your time in purgatory. We 
will accept also amounts of $3.50 or $5 paid for high mass- 
es.’ Wherever it exists, such are the teachings of Roman 
Catholicism. How can priests explain to these poor, ig- 
norant heathen Scripture verses such as ‘For by grace 
are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God, not of works lest any man_ should 
boast’?” | 

We should be kind to our Roman Catholic friends, for 
they are brought up in their church, and they have been 
taught errors from childhood. But we should also know 
that the Roman church does not teach the Biblical truth. 
It has added much that is not found in the Bible. There- 
fore we need pictures like the film of Martin Luther. 

We also should know that in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries such as Spain and South America, there is very 
little religious freedom. Our own missionaries have 
been stoned out of their houses. 

It may also be right to point out that the Roman Cath- 
olic countries seem to have been weak toward commun- 
ism. Why is it that Poland, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Ru- 
mania, are communistic? Why is it that Italy and France 
have such powerful communist parties? These coun- 
tries are all Roman Catholic. Why is it that Spain and 
Portugal are fascistic and totalitarian? These countries 
are Roman Catholic. Why is it that the Protestant lands 
such as Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Hol- 
land, England and Scotland, the United States are the 
bulwarks of democracy and they have very little com- 
munism? Is it because the Protestants are in a majority 
in these lands? It is worthwhile to think about it. 

It is interesting to have the Roman Catholics answer 
this question. When we have asked them the question, 
they have had no answer. The fact is, had it not been 
for the Protestant world, even Rome would most likely 
have been in the hands of the communists. It hardly be- 
comes the Roman Catholic press to speak of the Roman 
church as a strong force against communism. Why have 
so many Roman Catholic countries fallen for commun- 
ism? Do not forget that only the truth will make us 
free, 


The Lutheran Free Church and the Merger 

We have previously reported that the Lutheran Free 
Church is investigating the possibility of getting into the 
proposed merged new church as a non-geographic body. 
It would maintain its own institutions such as colleges 
and its seminary. 

The Joint Committee on Organization and Polity pre- 
sented a motion with respect to the Lutheran Free 
Church which was adopted at the recent Chicago meet- 
ing of the Joint Union Committee. 
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With reference to the Memorandum of the Lutheran Free 
Church Committee on Organization and Polity, the Joint 
Committee on Organization and Polity recommends the fol- 
lowing statement as an answer: : 

1. Basic conditions for merging into the new church body 

appear to be: 

a) Subscription to the constitution of the new church 

body which we expect to be along the lines of the 

presently developing blueprint. 

b) Adoption of a district structure similar to that set 
forth in the blueprint. 

c) Recognition of the direction of the boards of the 
divisions of the church body in the respective areas 
assigned to them. 


2. We appreciate the excellent spirit of the representa- 
tives of the Lutheran Free Church and their contribu- 
tion to the blueprint. We likewise recognize the uni- 
que conditions which cause them to raise the question 
of the feasibility of creating a non-geographic district 
of the present Lutheran Free Church congregations 
within the structure of the new church body, retaining 
for this district the ownership and operation of Augs- 
burg College and Theological Seminary and of Oak 
Grove Lutheran High School and the prosecution of a 
home mission program within the program of the 
merged church body. 


3. We would ask that even as the other committees make 
report to their church bodies, so the Lutheran Free 
Church committee submit to the annual conference of 
the Lutheran Free Church the full blueprint together 
with the committee’s recommendations, and we would 
express it as our earnest desire that the Lutheran Free 
Church might find it possible to join in the merger on 
terms identical with those of the other bodies. 


4. Should the Lutheran Free Church find it impossible to 
join on this identical basis, we earnestly invite and 
request the Lutheran Free Church to submit for con- 
sideration a more detailed proposal for a non-geo- 


LUTHERANS PLAN UNION IN JAPAN 
By Paul C. Johnsen, Japan 


In America today there is much talk about Lutheran 
Unity. Some speak of three or four way mergers. Some 
see less. Some hope for more. But very few realistic 
Lutherans see much chance for an ALL Lutheran 
Church of America for some time. 

This is not so in Japan. On October 14-15 of this year 
the Annual All Lutheran Free Conference of Japan met 
at Nara with the express purpose of discussing and lay- 

‘ing plans toward the formation of one Lutheran Church 
in Japan. 

Five different nationalities were represented includ- 
ing, Japanese, German, Finnish, Norwegian, and Ameri- 
can Lutherans. The individual groups represented were: 
The Japan Ev. Lutheran Church (which now includes 
besides the Japanese National Church, the Missions of 
the ULCA, UELC, Augustana, and the Lutheran Ev. As- 
sociation of Finland); Lutheran Church—-Missouri 
Synod; ELC (which includes the Luth. Free Church); 
Lutheran Brethren; Norwegian Lutheran Mission; Japan 
Mission of Suomi Synod; Lutheran Free Church of Nor- 
way; and the Norwegian Missionary Society. Lutheran 
missionaries from Germany were accepted into fellow- 
ship of the Conference as individual members. 


On the first day of the Conference after an inspiring 
message from one of our friends of the Lutheran Breth- 
ren, there was a panel discussion with one speaker each 
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graphic district or an alternate proposal of a diff 
nature to make it possible for the Lutheran 
Church to become a part of the merged church 


It is this editor’s hope that the Lutheran Free Ch 
will find it possible to come into the merger like the 
of us. We believe that the essential principles of the 
theran Free Church with respect to the congregatior 
now recognized in all our Lutheran Church bodies. 
important unit in the life of the church is the cong! 
tion, and we all agree on the need of evangelism. 
may be some difference on the views of what is co: 
ered the best form of evangelism, and how it is t 
done. But these differences are natural and help te 
rich the life of the church. 


We believe the Lutheran Free Church would gai 
a complete merger, and the rest of us would also 
by the infusion of the L.F.C. into our body. q 


No one has a monoply on spiritual life. Your e 
was recently asked to have charge of a group of y 
people at the Career-College Day at the local 
School. We had charge of the group interested in 
gious work. Some 20 young people came into the r 
and it was thrilling to hear of ambition of some of 1 
young people to go out and serve God in the for 
field and in the work in the United States. These y 
people, some of them Lutheran, came from chu 
where we would not normally expect to find sv 
burning enthusiasm. 


: 


from the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
Augustana, Norwegian Lutheran Mission, and a « 
nese representative of the Japan ELC. On the folle 
day, most of the morning was taken up with open 
frank discussion of this whole matter of unity and t 
of all our Lutheran efforts in Japan. Before the 
ference closed a motion was passed that each hodil 
resented should appoint two delegates to serve on a 
posed committee with the express purpose of: 1) I 
ing up a doctrinal statement of union, and 2) Dra in 
a proposed structure of one Lutheran Church in Ji 
Following this historic Conference there was a fe 
of intense oneness. Lutherans from many bodies 
many nationalities had come together to study, pra 
discuss the work of God’s Church in Japan. It wa 
ten remarked at the conference and after the confer 
that we could all sense the Work of the Holy Spirit t 
which gave the true spirit of unity in Christ. The 
lems of methods of framework within the constit 
boards as well as on the field bring out only a few : 
major considerations that lie ahead. Unity can’t” 
overnight, but it is on the way. 
. 


the country where each new day is born. Perha 
pan will usher a new day for the Lutheran Church | 
world. ] 

May Lutherans everywhere join together with 
Japan in earnest prayer for this forward step m 
Japan! 


Japan likes to call herself the “land of the ha 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE 


AND THERE 


‘tans May Have Helped 

< Color Bar in Capital 

hington, D. C.—Rejection of a 
al to show the Martin Luther 
n a racially segregated theater 
may have helped to break the 
/bar” that has existed for a cen- 
n amusement places of the na- 
capital. 

al plans for the Washington, D. 
amiere of the smash-hit picture 
ither’s life called for two sepa- 
10wings—one in a “white” theater 
qe other concurrently in a “col- 
theater. 


al pastors protested, however, 
ng out that Martin Luther him- 
ad followed his conscience even 
world was against him, and that 
message of the film would be 
‘ned by compromise on the ra- 
sue. 


a result, the Lutheran Laymen’s 
ship, the local sponsor, arranged 
€ premiere on October 28 at the 
at, -a comparatively small but 
=sregated theater. 


jreran leaders here make no claim 
heir stand on this issue was the 
cause for a major switch in the 
=s of the capital’s movie chains, 
is believed that the dispute over 
‘artin Luther premiere may have 
isive influence on later develop- 


any rate, the two largest theater 
= here, Warner’s and Loew’s, an- 
-ed a change in their old policies 
sregation only a few days before 
‘artin Luther premiere took place. 
arner Brothers downtown theater 
initially chosen for the showing 
ras turned down because of its ra- 
egregation policy. 

d Dr. Robert E. Van Deusen, Na- 
| Lutheran Council’s public re- 
is secretary in Washington, D. C., 
- that the Warner theaters have 
d...it may seem that shifting 
non-segregated theater was a lost 
i, and deprived the Luther film 
big downtown setting.” 

1 the other hand,” he added, “it 
be that loss of the Martin Luther 
ing helped the theater men to de- 
to take the step they had feared. 
g on principle is never lost mo- 


: Changes His Mind 

ugressman Harold Velde was the 
who first proposed an investiga- 
5f communism among the clergy 
e House Committee on Un-Amer- 
Activities. Last spring he said 
committee ought to check on 


This is the architect’s sketch of the new $1,500,000 home office build- 
ing to be constructed at 701 Second Avenue S. in Minneapolis by 
Lutheran Brotherhood, life insurance society. Construction, to start 
next spring, was authorized October 30 at a meeting of the society’s 
board of directors headed by J. A. OC. Preus of Chicago, former Minne- 
sota governor. The building will provide nearly 60,000 square feet of 
space, including a Martin Luther library, accordiiig to President Carl F. 


Granrud, 


Lutheran Brotherhood makes benevolence contributions 


annually to local Lutheran congregations in which it has branches and 
to national Lutheran agencies. Scholarships are granted to students in 
28 Lutheran colleges and 22 seminaries. 


clergymen “who seem to have devoted © 


more time to politics than they have to 
the ministry.” 

Chief reason why Congressman Vel- 
de, Donald Jackson, and others were 
skeptical of the clergy was that church 
leaders such as Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam were in the front ranks of those 
criticizing Congressional committees 
for their “guilt-by-association” tech- 
nique of investigation. 

In October the Velde enthusiasm for 
investigating the clergy cooled. He 
realizes “that the greatest single force 
combatting communism in the United 
States and throughout the world” is 
“organized religious groups,” he an- 
nounced. He said he is asking the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference, 
and the American Jewish Committee 
for “advice and suggestions” on how 
the House Committee should do its 
work. 

Spellman Endorses McCarthyism 

No American who is ‘“uncontami- 
nated by communism has lost his good 
name because of Congressional hear- 
ings on un-American activities,” Roman 
Catholic Cardinal Spellman told Bel- 
gians in a speech in Brussels on Oct. 
24. 

“Anguished cries and protests against 
‘McCarthyism’ are not going to dis- 
suade Americans from their desire to 
see Communists exposed,’ said the 
Cardinal. “If American prestige is go- 
ing to suffer in Europe because of this 
understandable desire we have to keep 
our free society immune from Com- 
munist subversion, then it seems more 


“a reflection upon European standards 
of honor and patriotism than on ours.” 


Chose Your Ancestors 
With Great Care! 

If the papers were not full of the 
loyalty case of Airforce Lieutenant 
Milo J. Radulovich, we would refuse 
to believe it could happen in the Unit- 
ed States of America. It is simply in- 
credible that an officer of any branch 
of the armed forces should be asked to 
resign, not because of any wrong he 
had done, but because his father and 
his sister are believed to have “Com- 
munist leanings.” Lieutenant Radu- 
lovich is accused of maintaining “too 
close and continuing a relationship” 
with his father and sister. His father, 
an auto worker, a veteran of the First 
World War, is charged with having 
subscribed to a pro-Communist Serbi- 
an-language newspaper and of having 
“received copies” of the Communist 
Daily Worker. The sister is accused 
of having marched in picket lines the 
Detroit Communists are alleged to 
have organized. The airforce concedes 
that the lieutenant’s record as a vet- 
eran of the Second World War is en- 
tirely reassuring and that it has no 
ground to doubt his loyalty. Never- 
theless it suggested, when the “lean- 
ings” of his relatives became known, 
that he resign “without stigma.” When 
he refused, a board of inquiry at Self- 
ridge airforce base in Michigan recom- 
mended his discharge. An airforce 
board of review is now considering 
this recommendation. If it sustains 
the Selfridge board and makes an ad- 


mittedly innocent man suffer because 
his relatives have, rightly or wrongly, 
come under suspicion, the principle of 
individual responsibility will be aban- 
doned. If there is a cornerstone of 
democracy, it is that principle. Be- 
cause it stands, this country does not 
incorporate in law or social custom 
the hereditary disabilities which curs- 
ed humanity in earlier centuries and 
more recently when they were revived 
by the nazis. Surely the very fact 
that an issue of this kind can arise 
here should warn us concerning the 
deadly nature of the virus of sus- 
picion which infects the contemporary 
American air.—Christian Century. 


Protestants Petition the 
Colombian President 


Is the new president of Colombia, 
Lieutenant-General Gustavo ‘Rojas 
Pinilla, concerned about Colombian 
sovereignty and civil and _ religious 
liberty? In the first two months after 
he took office six new cases of perse- 
cution of Protestants were reported to 
the Evangelical Confederation of Co- 
lombia. This represents a decline over 
the average of the last five years, but 
it is six too many. Since 1948, 51 Co- 
lombian Protestants have been mur- 
dered because of their religious faith— 
28 at the hands of national police and 
government officials. Forty-two church 
buildings have been completely de- 
stroyed by fire and explosives, and 31 
buildings used by Protestants have 
been damaged. Since 1948, 110 Prot- 
estant primary schools have been clos- 
ed, 54 by government order. The chil- 
dren have been turned out to join the 
million children of school age for 
whom there are no public school facili- 
ties. Protestants have lost homes, 
farms, cattle, harvests, tools, clothing 
and books. At its meeting on August 
14 last, the Evangelical Confederation 
addressed a letter of greeting to Pres- 
ident Pinilla and requested him to af- 
firm publicly the constitutional rights 
of Protestants in Colombia. It called 
upon him to permit the reopening of 
Protestant schools and to define the 
steps through which Evangelicals can 
secure compensation for the church 
property which has been destroyed. 
The confederation learned at this meet- 
ing that in the five years of persecu- 
tion, the membership of the Protestant 
churches has increased by 50 per cent 
—from 7,908 to 11,958 members. There 
are 14,991 Colombians enrolled in Sun- 
day schools. The average weekly at- 
tendance at services is more than 
50,000 Colombians and 1750 foreigners. 
Yet in spite of the fact that Protes- 
tantism’s total constituency is over 
100,000 people, its existence is precari- 
ous. On September 3, 1953, an official 
government circular authorized local 


authorities to expel Protestant mis- 
sionaries from the two-thirds of the 
country in which Roman Catholic mis- 
sions are working. Any government 
which is as subservient to a church as 
this should be required to appear be- 
fore the General Assembly of the 
United Nations and prove whether it 
is really a sovereign state or a theo- 
cratic dependency of Rome. If it turns 
out to be the latter, its claim to right- 
ful membership in the family of inde- 
pendent nations should be stricken. 
—Christian Century 


Methodists Need 4,500 New 
Employees Next Year 


Nashville, Tenn—The Methodist 
Church will need approximately 4,500 
new employees in various fields for 
1954, it was announced at the annual 
meeting of the Interboard Committee 
on Christian Vocations here. 

The Church-wide personnel needs 
were made known by the Rev. Richard 
iG. Belcher, Nashville, executive sec- 
retary of the committee, in his annual 
report. 

He said a recent survey indicated 
the Church will have openings for 
2,500 student nurses in church-related 
hospitals; 1,500 ministers; 350 mission- 
ary trainees; 150 local church directors 
of Christian education, and 50 workers 
with college students. 


“These are minimum needs and we 
should prepare to recruit even more 
persons to balance the average per- 
sonnel turnover,’ Mr. Belcher said. 

The 1954 personnel goals are consid- 
erably higher than the number of em- 
ployees who entered various phases of 
Church work during the 1952-53 Con- 
ference year. 


Mr. Belcher said that 1,158 minis- 
ters were received on trial during the 
past year. Some 2,150 student nurses 
were in the 1953 class. One hundred 
and eighty-two missionaries were ac- 
cepted. There were 512 in college 
work with students and 30 vacancies. 
The Division of Foreign Missions has 
calls for 300 now. 


Lutherans Reject 
Plan for Wisconsin College 

Milwaukee, Wis.—A _ proposal to 
build a four-year liberal arts college 
in a Milwaukee suburb was rejected at 
a stormy meeting of the Northwest 
Synod of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 

Four hundred pastors and laymen 
from Wisconsin, Minnesota, North 
Dakota and Montana attended a sve- 
cial synod meeting here, called after 
the Wisconsin ULC Conference had 
voted at its annual meeting to submit 
the proposal to the synod. 

The Wisconsin Conference proposed 
that the synod buy the Lutheran Chil- 


dren’s Friend Society home and it 
acre grounds in nearby Wauwa 
for $400,000. They suggested that 
college begin with just a fresh 
year, and then expand until a full fe 
year course is offered. 

Delegates from the other three st 
attacked the plan as financially 
sound and as a threat to the U. 
Lutheran Church college now 
tained at Carthage, I1l., 300 miles f 
Milwaukee. 


Wisconsin Conference spoke 
argued that the Illinois college 1 
far from the great Lutheran pop 
tions of Wisconsin and Minne 
Wisconsin, with the second largest 
theran population of any state, 
not have a single Lutheran liberal 
college of any synod, the deleg 
were told. 


The delegates finally voted to 
mit the whole question to a com 
tee for study and report to the s 
1954 convention. The committee 
instructed to confer with repres 
tives of Carthage College, the UL 
tional board of education, and com) 
tees of the Wartburg, Illinois and - 
synods of the United Lutheran Ch 


Religion Big News, 
(Press Clinic Told : 

Atlanta, Ga—Some 250 Gea 
churchmen were told here that 1 
gion is news in a big way. ; 

Dr. Charles Allen, pastor of 
Methodist church, Atlanta, and w 
of a daily religious column in The 
lanta Constitution, told a grou 
newspaper’ editors, ministers, 
church workers: 


“There is an interest in religion 
day the like of which our country 
never seen before.” 


Dr. Allen addressed the first ant 
Church News Clinic, sponsored by 
Georgia Press Association and the 
lanta Division, University of Geot 
He said almost every newspaper in 
nation today “runs a religious colt 
and plays up church news regular 

Delegates to the clinic, purpose 
which was “to acquaint minist 
church secretaries, and directors of 
ligious education with proper mett 
of preparing church news,” heard |] 
Margaret Ragsdale, church news 
tor of the Knoxville News-Sentine 
Knoxville, Tenn., urge clergymer 
recognize the problems of the d 
press. She listed failure to obs 
newspaper deadlines as “the worst 
fense” of ministers, church secretal 
and publicity chairmen who turn 
church news. q 


Dry Louie sD) Newton, pasto: 
Druid Hills Baptist church here, — 
visiting newspapermen that the ch 


wanted “reporters who can tell 
vital story.” 


—_— 
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5 article will be read with greater interest since 
ker Chambers’ book “Witness” has recently been 
ed in this country. A former Communist, he was 
incipal witness in the famous Alger Hiss case which 
the U.S.A. a few years ago. Chambers predicts 
yithin this century will be decided whether all man- 
ks to become Communist or become free, or whether 
struggle civilization will perish. Discussing the 
s he became a Communist he says Communists are 
together by a single vision: “It is necessary to 
ie the world now’—a vision which he describes as 
fan without God.” 

Joshua said unto all the people: . . . Choose you 
tay whom you will serve.—Josh. 24:15. 

ittaker Chambers’ Witness raises the problem of 
aunism on many levels. For it is the great virtue 
f& much-discussed work that it sees the so-called 
‘West” conflict not primarily as a conflict of na- 
tnot primarily as an economic, political, military, or 
deological conflict—all of which it is, of course— 
5 primarily a struggle of irreconcilable spiritual 
for the soul of modern man. This is the ultimate 
mge of Communism. 

fp are the Communists? Chambers answers: “The 
nunists are that part of mankind which has recov- 
the power to live or die—to bear witness—for its 
’ It is this power that is the “secret weapon” of 
unism. 


- basic problem of human existence is the problem 
ith. As much as he needs air to breathe or food to 
aan needs a faith for living, some commitment to an 
fate concern that will give content, direction, and 
icance to life. Without such faith, life loses its 
Jing and lapses into cynicism, apathy, and despair. 
loss of faith amounts almost literally to the abdi- 
1 of life. 
fmmunism understands this very well. Indeed, it 
its power primarily to its ability to exploit man’s 
fenchable thirst for something beyond his own frag- 
dary and meaningless existence. Communism—as 
Jibers so clearly shows—is the great substitute-faith 
time. 
e deepest sense, Communism is the product of 
reakdown of the spiritual foundations of our civili- 
11. The sweeping changes that in the course of a 
enturies transformed the life of the West, and in- 
ingly of the world as a whole, served to shatter the 
of millions in the traditional religions, which had 
e so closely identified with the older patterns of 
Ie. An impossible vacuum was created in the souls 
Iisses of men. The void had to be filled, and filled 
jitly more in harmony with the new climate of cul- 
i Of these new faiths, Communism has proved the 


fickly was by the inrush of substitute faiths ap- | 
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FAITH AND POLITICS 


Why Communism May Conquer the World 
By William Herberg 


most potent and pervasive. 

Why has this been so? What is this strange appeal 
that Communism seems to have for millions of disorient- 
ed men of our time? To try to answer this question in 
terms of the material benefits promised by the Commu- 
nists is a superficial evasion of the real problem, for the 
Communist appeal is frequently most effective among 
sections of the people who are very far from being low- 
est in the economic scale. The appeal of Communism 
goes much deeper. 

Here again we might turn to Chambers for illumina- 
tion. “The most revolutionary question in history,” he 
says, “is: God or Man?” And so it is. Man must wor- 
ship something; that is the primary fact about human ex- 
istence. If he does not worship God, he will worship an 
idol made of wood, or of gold, or of ideas . . . but in any 
case, something in which he can find himself writ large. 
As against faith in God, there is only one alternative: 
faith in Man and his works. Of this alternative, Com- 
munism is today the consummate expression. 

Man’s Belief 

Communism is the logic of secularism, which has eat- 
en deep into the soul of modern man. Secularism is Man- 
without-God. It is man’s conviction that he is the ulti- 
mate, the supreme power in the universe, entirely suf- 
ficient unto himself. It is his belief that he can fashion 
his own existence, that he can comprehend and fulfill 
himself, in exclusively human terms, without regard to 
anything above or beyond. He is bound by no law that 
is not of his own making. 

Collective Man 

It matters little that the man who thus becomes his 
own god, the object of his own worship, is not individual 
man, not the actual existing human being, but collective 
man, society and the state. Indeed, this actually enhances 
the Communist appeal. For contemporary man in mass 
society is truly a displaced person. He is condemned to 
a forlorn, fragmentary existence in which he is no more 
than a cog in the vast impersonal mechanism of society. 
Loneliness, meaninglessness, anxiety pervade life in the 
depersonalized wasteland of our society without com- 
munity. Communism comes forward with a faith for 
living that offers—however spuriously—both communi- 
ty and meaning. It assures man that he is his own mas- 
ter, his own creator, his own lord, and yet because he is 
all this collectively, vicariously, through Party and 
State, he can enjoy his deification in the security of a 
total abdication of responsibility. He is now part of a 
larger whole, which is in effect divine, because it recog- 
nizes no majesty beyond itself; to this larger whole he 
abandons his freedom and responsibility in exchange 
for a sense of community and meaning. Is it any won- 
der that Communism has been able to work its sinister 
enchantment upon the uprooted, forlorn, and disoriented 
men of our time? 
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The great, the shattering question is: God or Man? 
And today, under contemporary conditions, the logic of 
the self-deifying cult of Man, which is the essential mean- 
ing of secularism, is a logic that runs straight to Com- 
munism. In this sense, Chambers is emphatically right 
when he suggests that the alternative that faces modern 
man is: God or Stalin? 

Secularists and liberals have complained bitterly 
against this either/or with which Chambers confronts 
them. They have no religious faith, they protest, and 
yet they are not Communists, but good, sound, demo- 
crats. True enough, many of them are, but that is ob- 
viously not the question. The question is not as to their 
personal political attitudes, but as to the logic of their 
secularist philosophy. Insofar as they are good human- 
ists and democrats, their democratic and humanist con- 
victions are the fruit not of their secularist philosophy 
but of the religious tradition, whose moral values they 
have absorbed but whose spiritual foundations, which 
alone can give power and meaning to these values, they 
have rejected. On the other hand, however, insofar as 
these liberals are militant protagonists of secularism, 
they help to open the way for the apotheosis of secular- 
ism—which is Communist totalitarianism. 

Only a remote reference to God 

But why belabour the secularist in the third person, 
as if he were someone else outside, some one alien to us 
and our kind? Deep down, aren’t we all secularists one 
way or another? Don’t we all constantly strive to es- 
tablish our lives in self-sufficient terms, with only a re- 
mote and ceremonial reference to God? 

The Communists have a faith. It is an evil, idolatrous, 
demonic faith—but it is a faith, And we? What have 
we? Some lukewarm beliefs, some values which we 
have inherited, some vague emotions that we identify as 
religion. We are embarrassed when we are asked for 
more—for some ultimate commitment that will give 
meaning to life and death. And yet it is only such a 
commitment that can save us not only from Communism 
but from the utter vacuity and despair of life-without- 
faith that is a peril greater than even Communism itself. 
Only total faith in the living God can give us the spiritual 
resources with which to meet the perils that beset us on 
every level of existence. 

Chambers is therefore right in suggesting that the per- 
ennial choice with which man is confronted—God or an 
idol—reduces itself, under contemporary conditions, to 
the stark alternative: God or Stalin. But to leave it at 
that would be very misleading, for it is always mislead- 
ing simply to translate the absolutes of religion into the 
relativities of politics. 

Good and Evil in us all 

Let us remember what the Bible teaches us on every 
page, that “between man’s purposes in time and God’s 
purposes in eternity, there is an infinite chasm” (Kierke- 
gaard). Until the final judgment, the wheat and the 
tares, the sheep and the goats, are mingled in every hu- 


man society and in every human heart far beyond our 


power to distinguish and separate. Good and evil, as 
Chambers himself points out, lie coiled together within 
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us. In us too lurks the demonic drive to idolatry - 
empowers Communism. In every human being, tk 
is something of the totalitarian, just as in every to 
tarian there is something of the human being. Any 
of us may conceivably yield to the totalitarian lure; 
the other hand, no Communist can be regarded as ut 
ly lost in his demonic obsession: every Communist is 
fact, a potential ex-Communist. We cannot recogi 
any fixed and final absolutes on either side. 


“Our Truth” 

I know no better way of formulating the tension 
tween the absolute and the relative as it enters into 
political responsibilities than by recalling Reinhold I 
buhr’s celebrated dictum: “We must fight their falseh 
with our truth, but at the same time fight the falseh 
in our own truth.” Let us pause a moment to grasp 
full wisdom of this saying. Recognizing our responsil 
ty, we take a firm stand against the totalitarian lie in 
name of the democratic truth we defend; yet at the sz 
time, we must recognize the relative, qualified, par 
character of our truth, which is never the full and 
solute truth, simply because we are men and not G@ 
If we ignore the injunction to “fight the falsehood in - 
own truth,” we stand in danger of lapsing into self-ri 
teousness, of overlooking the shortcomings and injust 
in our own institutions, in our eagerness to assert the 
deniable superiority of these institutions over totalitai 
tyranny. If, on the other hand, we see only our ¢ 
defects and shortcomings and ignore the immense dif 
ence between the totalitarian lie and the democr, 
truth no matter how qualified, we fall victim to the f: 
idealism which refuses to distinguish the better from. 
worse because everything in the world is relative : 
nothing is perfect. The fight is always on two fro 
against the enemy without, and against corruption 
injustice within. Neither front can be sacrificed to 
other, because genuine victory on neither front is po 
ble without victory on both. | 
A Judgement 

In this spirit of humility, we may perhaps try to 
cern something of God’s purpose in the disasters of 
time. The Christians of the fifth century saw in A 
the Hun the “scourge of God”; may we not see in G 
munism a similar historical expression of divine j 
ment upon the “falsehood in our own truth,” upon 
failures and injustices of Western civilization? To 
Stalin as the “scourge of God” does not imply his m 
justification, any more than it did of Attila the Hun. 
does imply, however, that we are to carry on our 
against Communism in the contrite consciousness of 
own sins and in the repentant determination to do v 
we can to right the wrongs of which we, our society _ 
our culture, have been guilty. | 


Here we come to the heart of the matter. The : 


religious sense of the relativity of man in the face of 
absoluteness of God means not passivity but respons 
action. Lincoln knew very well what it is to act in 
sponsibility and yet in humility and repentance. “Y 

(Continued on page 13) : 
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The problem of human suffering is 
Id. Its mystery is deep and causes continuous won- 
and concern. To merely say that our suffering is 
*s way of punishing us for the evil we have done does 
Hanswer it. There are too many innocent people be- 
; ipped apart by the tragic circumstances of life to let 
kan idea stand very long. No, it goes deeper than 
,and is more elusive, almost to the place of leading us 
a “dead end” street... . The book of Job is one 
pt to understand the problem as it relates to God’s 
ve in the midst of human suffering... . “You Are 
| e” takes you to that moment when Job was sudden- 
erwhelmed by some of life’s tragic events. And for 
story I switch you to Ned Sparks in the Land of Uz, 
‘uries before Christ. 


pcscasenordeee 


parks: This is Ned Sparks. I am standing before 
of the most amazing spectacles this little village has 
- witnessed. In front of me is a man called Job, and 
1as lost everything—all his livestock, his servants, his 
_and daughters. And, as if that wasn’t enough, he 
:suddenly been afflicted with painful sores, covering 
entire body. Once rich and powerful, well known 
bn upstanding and religious person, this Job sits in 
t of me now as a broken and desolate human being, 
e very edge of life... . Truly, a floodtide of mis- 
ne has engulfed this good man... . His wife is 
iking to him now. Perhaps we can catch her words. 
s is the first chance we have had to get any reaction 


rT Job. 


ife: Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse 


| and die! 


bb: You speak as one of the foolish women would 
ak. Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
‘1 we not receive evil? ... The Lord gave, and the 
bd has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 


moarks: How any person can be where this man 
ls himself today and not cry out against God is amaz- 
... This is so strange. ... For example—a week 
three of Job’s friends, hearing about his misfortune, 
1e to comfort him. But Job’s suffering has been so 
»nse they haven’t been able to talk with him about it. 
they have arrived once again, and it looks like Job 
poing to speak. 


lob: Let the day perish wherein I was born. . . . Let 
: day be darkness! Why is light given to him that is 
isery, and life to the bitter in soul who long for 
h, but it comes not. . . . I am not at ease, nor am I 
ft; I have no rest, but trouble comes. 


marks: This is different now! Job’s misery has over- 
1e him, and he’s beginning to break under the strain 
jt. I am surprised that it hasn’t come sooner. But 
= listen to what these friends have to say. They have 
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MUST I SUFFER? 


A Conversation with Job! 
By Frank Jensen 


gathered around Job, all three of them. There’s Bildad, 


and Eliphaz, and Zophar, as they are called, and I’m sure 
they will not miss this chance to talk with Job about his 
trouble. Everyone has been stunned by it and some- 
thing of an uncanny spell has come over this little village. 
No one seems to know what to say or how to explain it. 


... I see Eliphaz is talking with Job. We shall want to 
hear this... . 


Eliphaz: If one ventures a word with you, will you be 
offended? ... Think now, who that was innocent ever 
perished? As I have seen, those who plow iniquity and 


sow trouble reap the same. By the breath of God they 
perish, and by the blast of his anger they are consumed. 
.. . As for me, I would seek God, and to God would I 
commit my cause. .. . Behold, happy is the man whom 
God reproves; therefore despise not the chastening of the 
Almighty. 


Sparks: I doubt that Job will like that kind of talk. 
Eliphaz as much as said that Job is guilty of some evil 
doing or else this tragedy would not have happened. Ap- 
parently Eliphaz feels that all Job needs to do is admit 
his guilt and call upon the Lord for help. ... It does 
sound logical, I suppose. After all, when a man does 
wrong, surely some form of punishment is in order... . 
Job’s answer will tell. 


Job: O that my vexation were weighed, and all my 
calamity laid in the balances. ... What is my strength 
that I should wait? And what is my end, that I should 
be patient? . . . Teach me and I will be silent; make me 
understand how I have erred. . . . Is there any wrong on 
my tongue? Cannot my taste discern calamity? ... 
Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in 
the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness 
of my soul. 


Sparks: No, Job is not easily convinced that he has 
done some great evil to bring about such personal suf- 
fering. He isn’t going to accept that kind of an expla- 
nation from Eliphaz. . . . Perhaps one of the others has 
something else to offer. .. . Yes, I see that Bildad is go- 
ing to have his say. 


Bildad: How long will you say these things, and the 
words of your mouth be a great wind? Does God per- 
vert justice? .. . If you were pure and upright, surely 
then he will rouse himself for you and reward you with 
a rightful habitation. . . . Behold, God will not reject a 
blameless man. ... He will yet fill your mouth with 
laughter and your lips with shouting. 


Job: Truly I know that is so; but how can a man be 
just before God? ...How then can I answer him, 
choosing my words with him? Though I am innocent, 
my own mouth would condemn me; though I am blame- 


10 


less, he would prove me perverse. It is all one; there- 
fore I say, he destroys both the blameless and the wick- 
ed... . I will say to God, Are thy days as the days of 
man, that thou dost seek out my iniquity and search for 
my sin, although thou knowest that I am not guilty? ... 
Let me alone that I may find a little comfort. 


Sparks: Well, Job is not going to be told that he has 
brought this upon himself. But now his problem seems 
to be more of how he will convince God that he is in- 
nocent. He cannot see any reason why God should turn 
him over to such inhuman treatment and let him suffer 
as though God had walked out. ... Wait a moment— 
Zophar wants to give his analysis of the situation too. 


Zophar: Should a multitude of words go unanswered? 
Should your babble silence men, and when you mock, 
shall no one shame you? For you say, My doctrine is 
pure, and I am clean in God’s eyes. . . . Know then that 
God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves. .. . If 
you set your heart aright, you will stretch out your 
hands toward him. 


Job: No doubt you are the people, and wisdom will die 
with you. But I have understanding as well as you; I 
am not inferior to you. ...I would speak to the Al- 
mighty, and I desire to argue my case with God. As for 
you, you whitewash with lies; worthless physicians are 
you all. ... How many are my iniquities and my sins? 
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Make me know my transgressions and my sins... . (fad 
off). 

Sparks: It is quite clear that Job resents these sugges: 
tions of his friends that this calamity is the result of his 
wrong doing. . . . I see now they are leaving—somewhat 
disturbed to say the least. ... (Pause and prepare t 
address Job). . . . This has been a trying experience for 
you, Job. But if I may, I’d like to ask a few Tesi 
too. Would you mind? 

Job: Speak quickly, man! 
pain. 


Iam tired and full 


Sparks: Yes sir. . . . This visit with your three friend 
has interested me. They seemed quite insistent that yo 
have no right to blame God for your misfortune, but onl 
yourself. You obviously do not agree. Why do you 
think this? 

Job: My good man, in spite of my pain and loss I cannot 
believe that only the wicked and evil doers receive ca- 
lamity and ill fortune. 

Sparks: Does this mean you feel that God has dealt 
with you unjustly? 

Job: There were moments when I was ready to acs 
cuse God of forsaking me and my house. . . . Why these 
things have happened, I do not understand. But God 
has caused me to re-think who I am and what is my re- 


(Continued on page 13) 


DANA FOUNDATION PLANS EXPANSION 


The Dana College Foundation Executive Committee 
met in St. Louis, October 10, to draw up plans to promote 
and enlarge the Foundation. In its organization the 
Committee elected Mr. Erik Boye of St. Louis chairman, 
Mr. Edwin Jorgensen vice chairman, and Dr. R .E. Mor- 
ton ,executive secretary. Other members of the Com- 
mittee are Mr. Lee Daggett, Blair, Nebraska and Mr. Joe 
Lindholm, Audubon, Iowa. 


The committee adopted a plan whereby the Founda- 
tion will increase its membership. “Area captains” will 
be selected from among alumni in various parts of our 
church, who will be asked to serve as Foundation pro- 
moters in their respective areas. These men will be sup- 
plied with the necessary information and literature on 
the Foundation so they can solicit new members. 


The Dana Foundation is now four years old. In these 
few years it has demonstrated conclusively its place 
in the total program of Dana College. At present there 
are approximately 250 members. This membership is 
increasing each year. Prior to this fiscal year the Foun- 
dation had gathered a total of $22,945.67 for Dana Col- 
lege, and from June 5 to November 1 $2,601.50 has been 
received. 

The Dana College Foundation is an organization of 
alumni and friends who are personally interested in the 
work of Christian Higher Education. Most of the mem- 
bers are also members of one of the congregations of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church, and as members 
of these congregations are supporting Dana through their 
local church. They are not content with this partici- 
pation, so they are supporting Dana personally and di- 


rectly through the Foundation. These men and women 
recognize the value and place of the Christian college in 
our American educational system. All funds received 
by the Foundation are used for Dana. Members may 
designate how their gifts are used—library, athletic de- 
partment, special equipment for science laboratories of 
offices, etc. Undesignated gifts, less the necessary oper- 
ating expenses of the Foundation, are used at present in 
the general operating budget of the college. q 


Industry and business across the nation are becoming 
aware of the plight of the private colleges. The cost of 
operating a college has risen sharply. To meet this in= 
creased cost the private colleges must look for additional 
help. They cannot raise tuition to cover all of this cost: 
That would be to price Christian education out of the 
market. This help can come from a larger appropriation 
from the supporting church, from organizations like the 
Dana Foundation, and from gifts from business and in- 
dustry. Dana is a member of the newly organized Ne- 
braska Independent College Foundation, whose purpose 
is to acquaint industry and business in Nebraska with 
the program and achievement of the private, as distinct 
from tax-supported, college and to enlist their support. 


The Executive Committee of the Dana Foundation in- 
vites everyone who is interested in Christian Higher Ed 
ucation, who believes in the importance of a Christian 
college to our church and to our country, to join the 
Foundation. You can be a real help and a special 
“booster” by joining the Foundation and supporting if 
program of assisting Dana College in its work in Chris 
tian Higher Education. . 


: 
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THE LORD REIGNETH 


reigns supreme above, 
ide reigns supreme below, 
jc none in Heaven, nor earth, nor hell 
itis Throne shall overthrow. 
reigns in majesty, 
His right it is to reign, 
Fe great Creator, Sovereign Lord, 
fehovah is His Name. 
things by Him upheld 
And for Him do exist, 
2 seas are measured in His Hand, 
e winds are in His Fist. 
mighty is our God, 
Both Heaven and earth proclaim; 
/ all that dwell below, above, 
}ing praises to His Name. 
ey sing the sweetest song 
Who have been blood-redeemed, 
for lost and perishing they were, 
sut God hath intervened. 
God, the Great I AM, 
ternal, ever blest, 
ho gave His well beloved Son 
“o earn for them their rest. 


‘rom “O Come let us adore him” by 
iprge Holmes. 


WHAT I WANT MOST...” 
Katherine Benion 


M. group of Americans touring West 
irlin decided to visit some needy 

ilies. One woman went to the 
me of a fatherless family of eight 
-Idren. She found them huddled 
ese together beside a charcoal fire. 

e had no shoes, and none wore 
| atching pair. Their clothing was 
11, not adequate for cold weather. 


[In the first visit the mother of the 
mily was not at home, so the visitor 
Iked with the oldest child. It was a 
mth before Christmas, and she said 
him, “We decided that each of us 
suld make possible a happy Christ- 
is for one family. I would like to 
that for you. Tell me what you 
int most and need most in your fam- 


” 


e boy paused a moment and said, 
hat we need most—food, fuel, and 
thing—you probably can get us. 
itt what we want most, you can’t 


”? 


You’re of that?” asked the 


an. 


sure 


Yes,” he answered in a slow, steady 
eee, “TI am.” 


“But what is it?” she questioned, 
perturbed at the youth’s evident un- 
happiness. 


“During the war my father was kill- 
ed and our home destroyed,” he told 
her. “Since then my mother is no 
longer kind to us like she used to be. 
She’s cross and unpleasant. We could 
stand the rest if she’d just be kind 


again. That is what I want most for 
Christmas—if I could have what I 
want most.” 

To the visitor, the boy’s plea for 


kindness seemed to represent the need 
of the whole world. Food and fuel are 
important, but what we need most is 
love.—Covenant Weekly 


FRIENDS 


God meets wondrous 
ways, 
My greatest Friend is he; 
But when I need a human friend, 


He sends that friend to me. 


my needs in 


God speaks to me in wondrous ways 
(If I but listen, I shall hear) 
But when he speaks through human 
friends, 
He seems so tender and so near. 


By loving deed and helpful word 
My friends reveal my God to me; 
What blessed privilege is this— 
A friend in Christ to be! 


Dear Father, make me such a friend, 
So dwell in me, so make me Thine, 

That hungry souls be led to seek 
And find in Thee the Friend Divine. 


—Elsie K. Wells 


WHAT’S THE USE? 


On his way to California, a traveler 
noticed an Indian brave lolling indo- 
lently on a station platform. With ef- 
ficiency-expert technique, the traveler 
said: “Chief, why don’t you get your- 
self a job?” 


“Why?” countered the Indian, pleas- 
antly. 


“Well,” said the other, slightly net- 
tled, “you get a job and pile up a 
bank account for yourself. Wouldn’t 
you like that?” 


“Why?” said the Indian again, 


“So that you can retire!” shouted 
the traveler. “And never have to 
work again!” 

“Pm not working now,” pointed out 
the Indian.—Baptist Observer. 


DON’T QUIT 


When things go wrong, as they some- 
times will, 


When the road you’re trudging seems 


Bull quis loudll, 

When the funds are low and the debis 
are high, 

And you want to smile, but you have 
to sigh, 


When care is pressing you down a bit 
Rest, if you must—but don’t quit. 


A young man called one evening on 
a rich old farmer to learn the farmer’s 
story of how to become rich. 


“It’s a long story,” said the old man, 
“and while I’m telling it, we might as 
well save the candle.’ And he blew 
it out. 


“You needn’t go on,” said the youth. 
“T understand.” 


Graduate: “Professor, I have made 
some money, and I want to do some- 
thing for my old college. I don’t re- 
member what studies I excelled in.” 


Professor: “In my classes you slept 
most of the time.” 


Graduate: dane) Ml 
dormitory.” 


endow a 


A COMRADE’S LIFE NOT EASY 


“Dexter Williams,” says Whatso- 
ever Things, published by Stetson Uni- 
versity, “has pointed out some of the 
discouragements a Communist party 
worker experiences in America, by 
quoting a report a comrade is supposed 
to have writtten to his superior: ‘It is 


becoming increasingly difficult to 
reach the downtrodden masses in 
America. In the spring, they’re for- 


ever polishing their cars. In the sum- 
mer, they take vacations. In the fall, 
they go to the world series and foot- 
ball games. And in the winter, you 
can’t get them away from their tele- 
vision sets. Please give me suggestions 
on how to let them know how op- 
pressed they are,’ ” 
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age For Youth... 


“THE PARISH WORKER” 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth 
me” is one Bible verse on which I am certain every par- 
ish worker relies. With only our own knowledge and 
abilities we would be unable to fill the position of a par- 
ish worker and carry out the duties that are a part of 
that position; but Christ has promised us that He will al- 
ways be with us and also that He will help us and work 
through us. We go forward leaning on these promises. 

Because more and more of our churches are calling 
parish workers, many young people have become inter- 
ested and are wondering what is included in this type of 
work. The nature of the work varies with the needs 
and requirements of each congregation. However in 
many instances the work is three-fold—office, visitation, 
and youth. 

The office work is generally done in the mornings and 
includes such things as keeping the records, writing let- 
ters, printing bulletins, working on the monthly church 
paper, making plans for some of the auxiliaries, and or- 
ganizing various activities of the church. Visitation in- 
volves calls on the sick, the shut-in, the unchurched, and 
Sunday School children delinquent in attendance; often 
calls are made to recruit Sunday School teachers, Daily 
Vacation Bible School workers, and new members for 
the choir. 


Youth work is probably the most challenging aspect 
of parish work. The average young people of today 
spend so much time in high school activities that they 
seemingly have little time to devote to their church. It 
is the privilege and duty of the one in charge of youth 
work to help young people develop a keen and active in- 
terest in their church so they will make the decision to 
put Christ and the church first in their lives. 


Letters to 


Dear Editor: 
Enjoyed very much the article on the 
structure of the proposed church 


ed by pastors—Penn Yan, Westbrook 
and Falmouth. Montreal and Toron- 
to, while most commendable work is 
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Homer Larsen, Editor 
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Extensive lists of qualifications for parish workers 
have been prepared. But, while it would be wonderfu 
to possess all these traits, there are few people who do 
and therefore these lists are discouraging for some wiht 
feel called to this work and would make consecrated par. 
ish workers. In my opinion if a young woman has co 
mon sense, a love for people, a willingness to work, and 
most of all if she loves and trusts her Lord and has a de 
sire to serve Him she will qualify for this calling. Some 
training in music would prove beneficial to a paris. 
worker, and the ability to type is a necessity. She should 
also be qualified to take charge of devotional meetings. — 


Parish work is a very gratifying profession; the parish 
ioners seem to appreciate everything that is done fo: 
them, even though the worker may feel she is not accom 
plishing much. Work with children in Sunday Schoo! 
and music groups is most rewarding, with young people 
in confirmation classes and Luther League is most chal 
lenging and yet satisfying, and efforts with adults in al 
other church activities is equally gratifying; these ex 
periences can only broaden one and cause one’s love foi 
people to grow. 


Just think about how you have always enjoyed Luthe1 
League and choir and such activities in your home 
church and then imagine doing that type of work all the 
time. It really isn’t work at all! Granted it isn’t ab 
ways easy, and nothing that is worthwhile is; but thi 
joys experienced far exceed the disappointments. A par 
ish worker finds excellent opportunities to witness fo: 
her Lord and to serve Him. She also realizes more 
vividly what her Savior means to her and learns to rely 
completely on her God for all things. 


—Edie Skobo 


the Editor 


takes place. ULC is much stronger i 
the East. If a pastor leaves a U 
church, that church will be supplied 


which the four bodies are now seeking 
to create. 

I enjoy reading your church paper 
even though I am not a member of the 
UELC. I have spent considerable 
time following the progress of this 
merger and I sincerely hope that this 
one will become reality. 

Sincerely, 
Melvin V. Samuelson 
Dear Editor: 
SEEN WITH EASTERN EYES 

It was indeed interesting to read 
some of the plans for the proposed 
merger of our Synod with three other 
Synods as appearing in the Ansgar Lu- 
theran of October 26th. 

We here in the East have not bene- 
fited by belonging to our Synod. One 
needs only read our last District Re- 
port to find out how serious the situ- 
ation is. We have three self-support- 
ing churches in the whole district serv- 


being done, are still receiving Synodi- 
cal support without which they could 
not carry on. St. John has been given 
over to Danish Churches in Foreign 
Countries. New Denmark is without 
a pastor. Boston is slowly disappear- 
ing, and Laurens would probably not 
be existing if it were not for old Rev. 
C. C. Kloth. Brooklyn is without a 
pastor. 

We were hoping that the coming 
merger would place us in a better 
position, but now we find that that is 
not so. The Atlantic Seaboard District 
will include 18 states with 208 congre- 
gations, or an average of 12 churches 
in each state—while Minnesota has 
two Districts. In other words the new 
Synod will be a strong Mid-West Syn- 
od with a very weak Eastern District. 

It is therefore a question if it would 
not be wise for the Atlantic District to 
join up with ULC, when the merger 


with pastors from the District and the 
District President will take care 6 
the supply. The church has no wort} 
about who is going to preach nex 
Sunday. Also the congregations usual 
ly have a choice of pastors they cal 
call among men who are much mor 
apt to accept, than when we here if 
the East call pastors in our Synod. — 
I stated before that our presen 
Synodical affiliation is not what | 
should be. Our one and only colleg 
is too far away from the East. O 
children’s homes are so far away fro 
us that while we support them 
could never think of sending homele 
children to any of them. Such chi 
dren are placed in local children’ 
homes which we do not support. Wi 
are too scattered and too far away { 
really attend Conventions in a repr 
sentative number, and apparently t 
new set-up will not approve the 
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ation. The Conventions will still be 
ducted in Minnesota or Iowa. The 
pea of a Synod is that there is strength 
unity, but unfortunately we in the 
mast do not receive the help we need 
yom our sister congregations, and our 
nstant flow of letters received from 
Hair are merely reminders that we 
\ st send more money to support 
Wainly the Mid-Western undertakings. 
e have been going along as best we 
uld, because we love our own Synod, 
nd we will certainly continue as long 
the Synod exists. 
iIf Augustana had been included in 
K€ merger, we in the East would have 
md a chance, because Augustana is 
ite strong out here. Without Au- 
stana we see no benefit in the pro- 


a 


‘Mid-West. 
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posed merger. 
Those who have been talking merg- 


ers for years have certainly been try-. 


ing to point out the benefits derived 
from such a merger. When one views 
the situation from Brooklyn, it looks 
no doubt quite different from the view 
one has when one is located in the 
The time to consider if the 
Atlantic District should go along when 
the time comes to vote for the merger, 
is now. 


The day our Synod joins up with the 
other Synods, some will say we have 
been merged. We here in the East will 
say, you have been absorbed into a 
large Synod where you - immediately 
will lose your identity. The day the 
Synod becomes absorbed, the Synod 
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does not exist any longer. Therefore, 
we as the Atlantic District or as indi- 
vidual churches must be free to decide 
whether we want to be absorbed into 
a Mid-Western Synod, or if we want to 
join another Lutheran Synod—one who 
has colleges, old people’s homes, chil- 
dren’s homes, etc., out here in the East. 
The latter choice would certainly seem 
to be the wiser. Perhaps others in the 
Atlantic District have a different view- 
point—but most likely they agree. It 
would be nice to hear from them 
through the columns of The Ansgar 
Lutheran. 


Carl Bruun, President 
Salem Danish Ev. Lutheran Church 
Brooklyn, New York 
(Continued on page 16) 


FAITH AND POLITICS 
(Continued from page 8) 


talice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness 
_ the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive 
a to finish the work we are in... ”: these are words 

his immortal Second Inaugural. ; 
"e need Faith 


But to live by these words, we need faith. We can be 


MUST I SUFFER? 
(Continued from page 10) 


tionship to him who is the creator and sustainer of the 
mds of the earth. 


Sparks: In other words, you have found something in 
'l of this which causes you to think differently about 
fourself? Is that what you mean to say? 

Job: Yes, I have heard the. word of the Lord in a 
fream, as if he spoke to me in the rush of wind. I re- 
Member it clearly . . . the way he spoke, the words he 
maid ... (fade away here in a reminiscent tone). 


Word of the Lord (spoken off mike by another voice, 
ising a somber tone): Who is this that dares counsel by 
vords without knowledge? Where were you when I 
sid the foundation of the earth? ... Have you com- 

anded the morning since your days began and caused 
Ihe dawn to know its place? . . . Have you comprehend- 
.d the expanse of the earth? Can you lift up your voice 
o the clouds, that a flood of waters may cover you? ... 
Pill you even put me in the wrong? Will you condemn 
me that you may be justified? . . . Who then is he that 
“an stand before me? 

Job: I cannot forget those words. I could do nothing 
put cry out for mercy and declare my unworthiness and 
rrailty. 

Sparks: Can you recall your thoughts at that moment, 
sor it must have been a turning point in your struggle 
or some kind of an answer. 


| Job: I remember them well... . I went to my knees 
ind besought the Lord. I said, “Behold, I am of small 
iecount. . . . I know that thou art able to do all things, 


ind that no purpose of thine can be thwarted... . I have 


relative and pragmatic in politics with safety only insofar 
as we are absolute in our allegiance to God; otherwise, 
pragmatism and relativity lapse into confusion and un- 
principledness. Beyond all relativities and discriminate 
judgments, there is the ultimate question: “Whom will 
you serve—God or an idol?” Everything depends on 
how we answer this question. 
—Condensed from Christianity and Crisis. 
—World Christian Digest 


uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful 
for me, which I did not know. Therefore,” I said, “I 
despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” 
Sparks: You must have had a moving experience. . . . 
Job: Yes, the Lord did open my eyes. If I do not 
know why this should happen to me, I do know now that 
it did not befall me because of my wickedness. 


Sparks: Apparently then you do not have a complete 
answer for your suffering. How do you look upon all 
of this now? 

Job: Suffering is still one of the mysteries of life. Yet, 
realizing who the Lord is and how he relates to the world 
and all that is therein, even you and me, there must be 
some explanation or God would not be God. 

Sparks: But that’s so indefinite and brings no particu- 
lar word for your own personal circumstances. 

Job: What I know now is that in spite of what we 
are unable to comprehend or explain, the Lord expects 
us to trust in his care and keeping, and to throw our- 
selves completely on his merciful love and strength. He 
does not forsake, even though he may not explain. . . . 
I said it once, and I will say it again—The Lord gave, and 
the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord. .. . For I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Music: (up and out... brilliant and with a note of 
victory.) 

Announcer: This has been “Are You There” present- 
ing a special study in the age-old problem of “why do 
people suffer,” especially as it comes to us out of the 


book of Job. 


(Note: All scripture quotations taken from the Revised 
Standard Version.) 


—Luther Life 
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Poy Sippi, Wis., the “Anna Circle” of First Hnglish Luth. Church ZOSOO MN Sure eee 25.00 | 
Sidney, Mich., Hans O. Sorensen for the L.W.A. “Milk Fund” .. 2.00 
ieenmanes ING oD: Miss Avemecer inode) lemma eee eerste rennin near 15.00 
Cedar Falls, Ila., Nazareth Luth. Church ...... deus casetou canoes 562.10 
AWilxounee, (SID, Sropeibayss Weill, Abilols (OUMEERONN gee. -cosnnenseoeon : 20.00 
Milltown Luth. Church, Wis., Mission Night offering .................... 31.61 
Sidney, viont.,.Szr0cson auth) Church. am jortenime eens -snercccs: 19.72 
Lynwood, Calif., St. Paul’s Luth. Church for Pastor Paul John- Weencmeoeeeall(| 

son’s salary Nov. and Dec. $600, for L.W.A. $252.20 852.20 
ubilkenaGl, Isle, Adiehasjene IW wile, CClonbhtelay oe ces vonencenes aunt 165.00)! 

Sleepy Eye, Minn., Mr. and Mrs. Hans Knudsen 0.0) eee ee | eee my Aa 
Cushing eNiebry trond sa sroup) on simen! dome each rotiiensesiveiit lesen. onl||ineen cell nanan ene Flan, 

CUELINE ay MUSSIOM: SOrOjeCh Ta... ceaowassasseatace. saree tone meesianene eaniana 25.00 ZasTE UU) ieccecemepe sl 
iaurel, Nebr, Miss Margit (Christensen for Dry Winther apa. saan cllliee es alls eee | 

and Miss Nissen, Sudan Rajan deg emt oemiciie cea adders suisus 1 eeeaeetne ere 10.00 5.00 
Hlk Horn, Ia., Folmer, Celius and Ivan Petersen for support of | .. ert 

Linos and Simon in Sudan for January through June 1953... | 120.00) ..............) 0... | 
uC Vise Omi Leds inf li Shs uit Clim ei ste ss erste. eee nee 7.00 
Luck, Wis., members of United HMnglish Luth. Church*. Wine 58.00 
Waupaca Vis. Lrimty Luths (Churcheeane offering a ese eee 62.25 
Lake Forest, Ill, Miss Christine Petersen in memory of Tony | ........ ‘ 

Nmemieincl, IN TOMI pUOOCL) MCP MIT RS oi -cetena-chonedtbedan soccceoaeun AsaeSeoneet ave 5.00 
Strasburg, Colo., Saron Luth. Sunday School for the L.W.A. | .... = 

“Milk Fund” ms aah é week ie : oe ; 10.50 
Minden, Nebr., Bethany Sunday School for the L.W.A. “Milk | .............. 

LINC Wate ee I Bion, arc ecta eae aCe ee eee en ie ture ec a TAT 7.84 
Kenmare, N. Dak., Trinity Luth. Sunday School .. 120.00 
Sidney, Mont., in memory of H. G. Bertelsen: Nels Bach $10. OOK Wee ee. ron 

Karl Hundtofte $5, Martin H. Iversen $5 ............ 20.00 
Blaine Nevr) Vise ands Vins: (Ove. “i “Amdergom aeons. 40.00 
Standard, Alberta, Canada, Nazareth Sunday School er ae 50.00 


ovember 16, 1953 THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


gary, Alberta, Canada, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Paulsen in mem- 
ory of S. K. Paulsen, ESOT. An Ge NG a cu key, een oe eee ee 
HSary, Alberta, Canada, Mr. and Mrs. Andy Hiansen 
gary, Alberta, Canada, Mr. and Mrs Andy Hansen, $5. in 
memory of Mrs. L. P. Larsen and $5. in memory of Bothil- 
GIG): ““TSTENNSYSin ar oe Sen ne Re A eerie, pa the Ming a SO 
Jndard, Alberta, Canada, Mrs. Jim Paulsen in memory of M. 
Ki. Hansen Bat cccnon ae Ee 


ndard, Alberta, Canada, Mr. and Mrs. EH. Jen:en in memory 


Riana. Wipers: Canada, Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Jensen, in. mem- 
Oa Olea ae) Saiclicn Senin eet a et) a SMe enrent ne 
ndard, Alberta, Canada, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
memory Ofe Mi te E i Eansent on we, 
ndard, Alberta, Canada, M. M: Jensen ............... 


ey, Alberta, Canada, Mrs. i<athine Hendricksen 
ish, Colo., from a friend fn RAgH Ae epae agen Nee, AAS PSE E RETR: cee Rea eee 
prthington, Minn., Mrs. Christine Georgsen in 
Laurence Larsen, Hernia INOS) ete, ora Ronee Ee 
Pennington, Wis., St. Peter’s auth, Church for the 1. Ww.A. 
Vina umdy "henson e 8 


hnupaci Wasi orinity ath, Sunday School 00... 4. 


1 


upaca, Wis., Trinity Luth. Sunday School for the L.W.A. 
“Milk Fund” re 
"esford, S. D., Nazareth Luth. Sunday School for L.W.A. ‘Milk 
EC Cee, ee A ee ae ee ee a ee 
aha, Nebr., Mrs. Anna Nelsen in memory of H. G. Bertelsen 
yoca, Ia., English Luth. Sunday for the L.W.A. “Milk Fund” 
waukee, Ore., Miss Shirley Hansen of Immanuel Churches 
A COM mE COD MMM ERE eter a ee ee es ie 
mark, Wis., friends in memory of Mrs. Elias Johneon, Green 
ROC Came emer e ies oem eee ee eee ee, > 
roit, Mich., Pastor and Mrs. Oscar EK. Johnson in memory of | 
Mrs. Rey. Aaron Christensen’s father, Frank Johnson, Ra- 
|Pcine, Wis. 
rSton, Calif., Immanuel Luth. Sunday School for L.W 
iy Fund’ : 
itch nson, Minn., from the Estate of Minnie Jorgensen ; a 100.00} | 
fish, Colo., Luther League Bible Class for support of a boy or 
girl in Bible School in Kobe, Japan, for two months $15, for 


the So. American Mission $15 rie SALT COCO At EERE ie ART ie note ae i 30.00]| 
apy Eye, Minn., Mrs. A. B. Walters ‘in memory of A. B. Wal- ol ; 
HEIRS. 0 coocathon phpsns ies gape ce cpr creits ein een cree eee : i 35.00! 
me Lake, Wis., St. “Paul's Luth. Church *** pl ie 
alter, Ia.. Nazareth Luth. Sunday School for the L.W.A. “Milk | ... | 
Fund” ee eae ee WE a cm che Sch aan cccr estates sangeaxtonssetbabenens 119.20|| . 
Senville, Mich., st. Paul’s nel sh Luth. Sunday School for | .... | 
Mis Nissen, Sudan ........ Aw ce PREP EAS SASSER ESSE NEL Abeta oe Ee ee ae. | 36.28] . antennas Ne 
TOTAL 48221.73|| 6294.14] 5241.42! 655 


20.00 


0.00 


'337.04|24663.97 


ey ps adehe 
».37| 4699.34] 349.45 


* Luck, Wis., Santal Mission individual gifts: Theo. H. Pagh, Pastor C. Krogh, H. R. Swenson, L. P. Petersen, Pastor Anker M. Jensen, 
rob Jensen. Robert Nelson, L. R. Bune, Willie Hansen, Mrs. Minne Wall.n, Miss Alpha Askov, Raymond Berklund, Levi C. Jensen, Lowell! 


dson, Nel: &. Hedlund, Marvin Olsen, Mrs. Ebba Launsby, J. Henry Jensen, Magnus Hansen, 
¥, all of Luck, Wis., Mrs. Carl A. Christiansen, Osceola, W's. 


P. V. Nielsen, Irving Andersen, John Peter- 


** Denmark, Wis., in memory of Mrs. Elias Johnson, Green Bay: Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Hansen, Mr. and 
s. Arthur Johnsen. Mrs. Rena Jensen, Marvin and Maynard each $2, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Nelson and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Johnson 


th $1. Total $10.00 for L. W. Act on. ; P 
*** Bone Lake, Wis., Santal Mission individual gifts: Martin Kirk, Milton Strege, Howard 


Nielsen, Theodor T. Peters, Harvey Dueholm, 


hiis Lund, Mrs. Anna Nielsen, Mrs. EK. J. Klas each $1, Mrs. Philmen Berntsen, 75 cents, Mrs. Otis Peters 50 cents, an anonymous gift 


fcents, Donald Hutton, Frederic, Wis., $1.50, Mrs. Stan Wilson, Milltown, Wis., $10.00. Total $21.15. 
CHURCH AND SCHCOL DRIVE LAUNDRY AND EQUIPMENT, OAKS, OKLAHOMA a 
Dana Church Prevcously — acknow ledised mrss case ee te ec ee eee eee ne $44.79 
Total Building Exten- Sleepy Eye, Minn., Mr. and Mrs. Hans Knudsen. ....................0. 10.00 


Received Fund sion Fd. 
viously acknowledged [203063.83||121928. 66/81135.17 


fssar, Alberta, Can., Mr. and Mrs.| 2 I eet capal| peer 


>] | 
Svend Jensen in memory of Mons BE. ....... Riko ees : ROCRIRIAC IE TUR Me thremnicee 


PANSen. SuamMaard, “Came oi iccscrws snes onnsas | 5. 00]| . a wae ve ae | 5.00 
“Total |203068. 83||121928.66|81140.17 


Total $54.79 


Blair, Nebr= Nov. 7, 1953. 
H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


PLEASE NOTE: In the last issue of the papers $101.00 was acknowledged in memory of Mrs. P. C. K. Petersen, mother of four of our 


stors: Sigurd, Immanuel, Adolph and Alvin Petersen. Now I have a 


iy Minneapolis and Laurius of Fresno, Calif. 2 ; j = oe 
| Aipaen ee 1d, 1953, The Brix Family, Westbrook, Maine, sent $5.00 in memory of Mrs. 


suse fire it did not epnese in the acknowledgments. 


NEWS AND NOTES selections, and talks was presented 
(Continued from page 2) with our chairman, Carl M. Jensen, as 
honday and Tuesday evenings—giving toastmaster, Pastor Olsen giving the 
mme timely and practical messages. closing talk. 
mank you, Pastor Justesen! The honored couples were presented 
Two Golden Weddings have recently each with a money gift from the con- 
sen celebrated among our members— gregation and friends. On the Sunday 


amely those of Mr. and Mrs. Sam following, the two couples enjoyed a 
orensen and Mr. and Mrs. Marius dinner with their relatives in the new 
atersen and a joint celebration was fireside room of the church. In at- 
‘ld for them at the Parish Hall on tendance were several friends who had 
siday evening, October 2nd. The been present at the weddings 50 years 
mored guests were escorted to their ago. Mr. Sorensen has retired from 
rats during the playing of the Wed- business, but Mr. Petersen is still busy 
mg march from “Lohengrin” by our as a building contractor. He built the 
lurch organist, Mrs. Herman Han- Bethesda Church, in 1941-42. _Con- 
gratulations and best wishes, friends! 
—E. S. L. 


A program of songs, readings, piano 


letter informing me that Mrs. Petersen had two other sons, Arndt Pe- 


John Petersen, Sidney, Mont. Due to the Publ. 


The Board of Home Missions meets 
Febr. 15-18, 1954. 


Anyone having books “Perler” and 
‘“Modersmaalet” please notify me at 
once, telling quantity and selling price. 
Sigurd Anker, 828-4th Street, Santa 
Monica, California. 


GUYER and HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Sueccessor to N. T. Lund Co. 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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iene 


Lincoln FORD VAN LINES Nebraska 
COURTEOUS AND RELIABLE MOVING VAN 


SERVICE TO AND FROM ANYWHERE 
Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 
College Hill, Blair, Nebraska Phone 2727 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mgr. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


35 WEST 53rd STREET 
NEW YORK 18. N. Y. 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


READY NOW...... 1953 


a Fe ; fs Giet 


Edited by Lyle Paulsen 


Art Editor: Gerald B. Peterson 


BUSINESSMEN — ORGANIZATIONS 
INDIVIDUALS 


A copy of the new revised CHRIST- 
MAS CHIMES of 1953 makes a perfect 
gift suitable for customers, friends, men 


and women in the service. 


ONLY $1.00 per copy 


Order today from your League, Pastor, 


or from 


LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 


9 x 12 
58 pages 


260 SOUTH FIFTH STREET 


mo BLAIR. NEBRASKA ~ OO 


Sulheran Publishing House 


x 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from page 13) 


Editor’s note: We believe that Car! 
Bruun is rather unduly pessimisti 
The tentative plans of the merge 
church is an Eastern District with 20 
congregations and 78,000 members 
There will be a full time district presi. 
dent in this Eastern District. We cer- 
tainly believe that the present merge! 
plans will help our Atlantic District. 


We can see their present plight, ane 
perhaps Atlantic District should al 
ready act as if the merger is in effect 
By this we mean that it should try t 
get pastors either from the E.L.C. o 
the A.L.C. if it cannot get them fron 
our U.E.L.C. F 


We can also sympathize with Mr 
Bruun’s view that they are too fe 
from the center of the synod. He seem; 
to think that the new church will be 
a “Mid-west” church. We do not lool 
at it that day. The annual conven 
tions will be held all over the Unitec 
States just as the conventions of the 
A.L.C. and the U.L.C.A. are now hel: 
There is a college at Columbus, Ohi 


CALLING CANDIDATES FOR 
ORDINATION FROM TRINITY 


SEMINARY 


According to action taken by’ 
Ministerium at its last meeting, Jur 
17, 1953, candidates for ordination fron 
Trinity Seminary cannot be called t 
a congregation until they have bee 
recommended for graduation and o: 
dination by the Seminary Faculty, th 
Board of Examiners, and the Board ¢ 
Education. Any call received earlie 
than two weeks prior to the date 
February 9%, 1954, when the abo 
recommendations will be cared fe 
must be promptly returned with th 
explanation that it cannot be ente 
tained prior to the recommendatior 
indicated above. 


Hans ©. Jersild — 
President of Synod 


CHRISTMAS ‘GIFT 
“CHRIST BY THE SEA 
OF GALILEE” 

A Beautiful Reproduction in 
color, of Oil Painting. 
Size 10 x 17 $2.00 Ppd. 
Cc. A. BRUBAKER 
1135 Alma St. 
GLENDALE 2, CALIF. 


ord 6 sncnAtood 


